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New Delhi: Inarenewed attempt to
unlock the value of the globally re-
nowned ITTs, the Human Resources
Development minister has plans to
clear bottlenecks and ease red tape
to attract talented faculty members
from foreign Universities to teach
on Indian campuses.
Batilingnear 0% facultyshortage
and keen to make a global mark,
HRD under Prakash Javadekar is
readyving a plan to get international
faculty for IITs through “Teach in
1ITs' fairs abroad, a database of the
best foreign scholars whocould con-
tribute to the IIT system and on spot
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DESIRED LISTHRD ministry will start by compiling a list of potential faculty from world's top 500 universities

"Teachin IT'Ts’ Fairs Abroad to Help Hire OnThe Spot

ALL OPTIONS OPEN
FOR THE DESERVING

Potential
candidate

may be giv-
en airfare to come
and assess IIT system
before signing deal

recruitmentof potential scholarsat
the fairs. Javadekar has proposed
the “Teach in 11T’ fairs on the lines

of international education fairs or-
ganised across major global educa-
tion centres to attract the best of

faculty to the premier Indian engi-
neering institutes.

1I'Ts, as much as most Indian edu-
cational institutes, are unable to
draw a healthy mix of foreign facul-
ty and students - a parameter that
weighson thecountry whenseeking
global academic rankings for Indian
schools of excellence. Efforts coor-
dinated by II'T Bombay are already
on tobring inmaore foreign students
tothe23 117Ts.

“Teach in II'Ts" fairs will be partof a
comprehensive strategy to identify
potential faculty reach out and invite
them for teaching assignments in
India,ease the cumbersome visapro-
cess and make an all effort to retain
them. The move is crucial to the
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Government mulling PM’s research
fellowships for IIT pass-outs
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Centre’s larger plans to increase 1T
student intake to one lakh by 2020
and toensure that the academicgual-
ity at the institutes ison parwith the
best institutes in the world.

The HRD ministry will start by
compilinga list of potential faculty
indesired areas from the world's top
S00universities.

‘Teach in ITT" fairs where on spot
appointment letters can be issued to
candidates by an [IT team siationed
there for recruitment is one of the
ideas mooted. The other option
could be paying potential candidate
airfare for a round trip to the IIT to
come and assess the 11T system and
work culture before signing on the
dotted line,

NEW DELHI: Ina significant
step aimed at encouraging the
best talent to take up research,
the government is mulling a
“Prime Minister’s Research
Fellowship” for students pass-
ing out of IITs.

According to top officials
in the HRD Ministry, the
quality of research is directly
related to the quality of peo-
ple who undertake it which
is why it is important that the
best minds are encouraged to
take it.

“A committee headed by
former II'T Mumbai Direc-
tor and eminent scientist Anil
Kakodkar too had recom-

mended that third year stu-
dents of I'Ts and NITs should
be 1n1t1ated into PhD pro-
grammes,” a senior function-
ary said.

There is a strong realisa-
tion in the government that
innovation is necessary to
increase productivity and
raise overall standards of our
country, and quality research
is needed for innovation,
sources said.

Keeping this in mind, the
HRD Ministry is consider-
inglaunching a ‘PM Research
Fellowship for around 1,000
students from the next aca-
demic year.

Sources said the IT'T Coun-
cil, which is the top decision
making body for these pre-
mier technological institutes,
will meet on the August 23
and is likely to discuss these
fellowships and the modali-
ties for instituting it.

It is envisaged that under
this programme, B Tech stu-
dents in the IITs will register
for PhD immediately on com-
pletion of the undergraduate
course. It has been suggested
that B Tech fourth year course
students shall be eligible for
fellowships.

The students would write
the outline of the research

project they wish to undertake
and these would be evaluated
by committees formed by II'T
Board, sources said.

“The idea is to make
research attractive to the
fresh IIT passouts so that they
can focus their energies on
pathbreaking research which
can throw up solutions and
strengthen the academic envi-
ronment in the long run,” an
official said.

Sources also said since
research is a key criterion in
ranking educational insti-
tutes globally, the proposed
step may benefit those in India
in this respectas well. ~ mpost
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IT FRESHERSTO

START WITH LIGHT
COURSES BEFORE
THE REAL WORK

NeelamPandey .
= neelam.pandey@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Thousands of stu-
dents who crack the prestigious
Joint Entrance Examination
after burning the midnight
oil for months may soon get a
chance to unwind before plung-
ing back into academics.

The Indian Institutes of
Technology (1ITs) are likely to
introduce a three-week induc-
tion programme that will allow
students to adapt to their new
environment, take courses
pertaining to languages and
creative arts (for those who
require them), and bond with
classmates as well as faculty
members. Normal classes will
commence only after the induc-
tion course has ended.

The IIT council, the top deci-
sion-making body for the pre-
mier technological institutes,
will take up the matter at ameet-
ing chaired by human resource
development (HRD) minister
Prakash Javadekar on Tuesday.

The ITT-BHU at Varanasi has
reportedly prepared a three-
week induction module for all
students set tojoin its first-year
B Tech course with the objec-
tive of enhancing their basic
language skills and conceptual
understanding. Sources said all
the TITs will be asked to design
and execute similar modules
for freshers, starting from the
academic year 2017-18.

“These modules will also
provide crash courses to under-
graduate students who require
assistance in meeting II'T stand-
ards,” said a senior HRD official.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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[IT freshers to
start with light
courses before
the real work

Under the proposed course,
students will involve them-
selves in physical and liter-
ary activities, take up short
courses related to the creative
arts, and undergo training in
the English language.

An IIT director said it was
imperative that students com-
ing from diverse cultural and
economic backgrounds get
an opportunity to adjust to
the new environment. “They
need some time to familiarise
themselves with the institute,
its faculty members and other
students. It will help them de-
stress too,” he added.

There are 231ITs in the coun-
try, with over 70,000 students
enrolled in B Tech, M Tech and
PhD courses. According to a

statement made by the HRD
ministry in the Rajya Sabha, as
many as 656 students dropped
out of the premier institutes
in 2015-16 — IIT-Delhi account-
ing for the highest number of
such cases.

Page 2 of 6

Hindustan Times ND 22/08/2016

p-12

II'Ts mull ways to up
number of girl students

Neelam Pandey

= neelam.pandey@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Concerned by the shump
in number of female students
entering the Indian Institutes
of Technology (IITs), the Joint
Admission Board has setup a com-
mittee to explore ways to increase
their enrolment.

Sources said the issue was dis-
cussed at length duringa meeting
of the board, which conducts the
Joint Entrance Examination (JEE)
Advanced, on Sunday. A sub-com-
mittee under the chairmanship of
professor Timothy Gonsalves was
formed tofind ways to rectify the
situation in the premier engineer-
ing institutes.

Tt was learnt that there has been
a 2% dip in the number of girls
who cleared the JEE-Advanced
this year; as compared to the pre-
viousone. While over 1,000 cracked
the examination (roughly 10% of
the total 10,000 seats) in 2015, only
840 female students (coming up
to 8%) made it to the institutes
in2016-17. As many as 10,500 stu-
dentslanded B Tech seatsat 23 11'T's
across the country this time.

“Despite 50% of the successful
students claiming that they used
self-study methods to crack the
examination, it is common knowl-
edge that almostevery IIT student
comes from coaching institutions
in Kota and other places. Most par-
ents are unwilling to enroll their
girls in coaching institutes because
it would involve leaving home and
staying in difficult circumstances.
This is probably why they don’t

PM FELLOWSHIP
FOR IITIANS SOON

NEW DELHI: To promote
research in engineering
institutes, the govern-
ment is likely to intro-
duce Prime Minister’s
Research Fellowship
for students passing out
of IITs.

The HRD is mulling
the fellowship for around
1,000 students from the
next academic year: “The
quality of research is
directly related to the
quality of people who
undertake it. It becomes
important that the best
minds are encouraged to
take up research,” said a
senior functionary. HTC

perform as well asmale students in
JEE Advanced,” said an academic
expert. None of the girls who were
selected this year made it to the top
100 either: Riya Singh, the topper
among female students this vear,
got a comparatively low all-India
rank of 133.

Sources said themumber of girls
registering for the jointentrance
examination had been rising stead-
ily until the two-tier exam system
of JEE Main and Advanced was
introduced in 2012. The institutes
have now reduced the fees for
female candidates in an attempt
to resolve the gender imbalance,
an [T director said.
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2k students drop out
of liTs, lIMs in 2 years

Institutes Take
Initiatives To
Check Attrition

Hemali.Chhapia
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Getting into IIT
and IIMs is tough as it invol-
ves clearing national-level
entrance tests. But not all
who join these institutions
complete their courses. Abo-
ut 2,000 students dropped out
of 1ITs and ITMs in the last
two years, data from the insti-
tutes show.

Academic attrition is the
highest at IIT-Delhi with 699
students dropping out betwe-
en 2014 and 2016. Tt is followed
by IIT-Kharagpur (544) and
II'T-Bombay (143). “Most of
those who leave the course
arethose pursuing PhDs,” sa-
id TIT-Bombay director De-
vang Khakhar. PhD dropout
numbersarenot somuch abo-
ut performance as the punis-
hingtenure of the course.

The number of dropouts
at IIMs seems to have risen
over the years. While 37 stu-
dents dropped out between
2003 and 2005, the number ro-
se to 69 between 2006 and 2008.
It touched 104 between 2014
and 2016. “Poor academic per-
formance is one of the rea-
sons,” said an IIM-Calcutta
faculty member. He said that
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Not all students whao join premier institutes complete their course

once a candidate is in, she or
he is on the same platform as
everyone else. The six-year-
old IIM-Raipur saw the hig-
hest dropouts (20) in the last
twoyears.

To help students, TTM-A
came up with a buddy pro-
gramme, under which every
new entrant ismentored by a
second year student. It also
conducted three-week orien-
tation and coaching for weak
students. Several IIMs have
replicated the programme.
ITM Indore also has faculty
mentors for academically we-
aker students.

A faculty member said

I 2014 0 5 BRI 2014 | 6
Delhi 443 256 Ahmedabad 6 3
Kharagpur 346 198 Bangalore 2 4
Bombay 109 34 Calcutta 3 2
Kanpur 78 47 Lucknow 5 3
Madras 53 35 Indore 7 9
BHU-Varanasi 2 0 Kashipur 10 0
Other IITs 95 86 Others 22 28
Totat  [FTPTINTIN [TOTAL 55 49

each IIT has a guidance and
counselling unit, headed by a
faculty member to “identify
students facing emotional
difficultiesand guide them™.
A faculty member said it
wasn't just students from the
reserved categories who fo-
und it difficult to cope. For-
mer IIM-A director Bakul
Dholakia had told earlier:
“When students attend the
tea party that the director
hosts on Day One, it’s easy to
identify the reserved catego-
ry students. When they at-
tend the graduation farewell
dinner, we proudly say all the
differencesareerased.”
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Now, students from 9 countries can
appear directly for JEE (advanced)

Akshaya.Mukul
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Joint Admis-
sion Board (JAB) of 11Ts deci-
ded on Sunday that students
from Afghanistan, Bangla-
desh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bhu-
tan, Maldives, Singapore, the
UAE and Ethiopiawill beallo-
wed to directly appear for the
JEE (advanced) test, skipping
the JEE (main) that Indian
students have to take.

“The idea has been app-
roved in-principle. Each IIT
will also ratify it and the IIT
council will approve it next
week,” an official said. This
was being done to showcase
India’ssoft power.

In any case, he said, fore-
ign students would not eat in-
to the seats meant for Indi-
ans. The principal reason, ho-
wever, is to make it to the list

An official said this was being done to get IITs into the list of top

international educational institutions

untry from Africa has evin-
ced alotof curiosity. Justify-
ing the choice, Gautam Bis-
was, director of IIT-Guwa-
hati, said, “For thelastmany
years, we have got a large
number of Ethiopian stu-
dents in post-graduate cour-
ses. [ITsare popular there.”
IIT-Guwahati had eight
MTech students from Ethio-
pia. The UAE, an official sa-
id, was selected as people of

» Related reportson P15

of top international ecduca-
tional institutions. “In all in-
ternational rankings one of
the key parameters is inter-
national students and 11'Ts lo-
seoutinabigway despite sco-
ring well on other parame-
ters,” another official said.
“Foreign nationals will
be given seats under super-

numerary category,” he sa-
id, adding IIT-Bombay was
entrusted with the job of
implementing the program-
me. Exam centres will be set
up inthese countries.

While Pakistan has been
left out due to home mini-
stry’s objection, the choice
of Ethiopia as the only co-

Amar Ujala ND 22/08/2016 p-14

Naiduniya ND 22.08.2016 P-4
EEEEEEIK <Rt amafi, 5 o 2 aiftr gaail oY e &4 o1 e ele

various nationalities reside
in Dubai and Abu Dhabi.

The cost of admission
will berecoveredfromthefo-
reign student and the go-
vernment will not bear any
expense on account of fore-
ign students. They will be gi-
ven the same facilities as In-
dian students.
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Chidambaram’s lecture at lIT Delhi
cancelled, event organisers at odds

ARANYA SHANKAR
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 20

A LECTURE by former finance
minister PChidambaram sched-
uled to be held on August 24 at
IIT Delhi has been cancelled by
one of the two organisers, leav-
ing the other furming and ques-
tioning the reasons cited.
Intimating the cancellation,
IIT Delhi's Entrepreneurship
Development Cell (EDC) claimed
Chidambaram had an “urgent
meeting" and had to go out of
town. However, the Centre for
CGivil Society (CCS), whose board
member Praveen Chakravarty
was to moderate the event, dis-
missed this as “blatant lies”,
When contacted,
Chidambaram too rej the
EDC claim. He told The Indian
Express Saturday he would be
“very much in Delhi” on August
24 and did not have any urgent
meeting planned for that day.
“This lecture was arranged by a
common friend. Date, time and
subject were finalised. Today I got
amessage from him that the lec-

ture was cancelled. That'sall that
Iknow,” he said in atextmessage.
His lecture had beentitled — The
pathbreaking economic reforms
of 1991: Why isit a big deal?'
According to CCS, their asso-
ciate director Samta Arora was
in touch with a student repre-
sentative of the EDC since
August 7 to organise the lecture.
They were even informed on
August 14 that there was an
overwhelming response to the
event. However, on August 16
the representative informed
Arorathe event stood cancelled.
Screenshots of WhatsApp
and text messages of the re-
ported conversation between
the two show the timeline of
events. “Mam there has been

some issue sorry but we cannot
do the event and no one in IIT
Delhiwill be able to do it for rea-
sons you can understand (sic).."
read an SMS to Arora on August
16 around 8 pm.

However, on August 15, Arora
had got an image on WhatsApp
from the same representative
showing IIT Delhi Director V
Ramgopal Raoreportedly ‘liking
and ‘sharing’ a post about the
event uploaded by the EDC IIT
Delhi Facebook page. The mes-
sage stated, “Mamab to [IT ke di-
rector ne bhi post share kar di hai."

On August 16, the EDC wrote
on its Facebook page: “EDC IIT
Delhi regrets to inform you that
the orientation session with Mr
P Chidambaram has been can-
celled... MrChidambaram hasan
urgent meeting that he cannot
getout of and the same was com-
municated to us.” The post was
deleted after The Indian Express
contacted EDC representatives.

Asked why the event was
cancelled, EDC vice-president
Abhijeet Malhotra said it hap-
pened because Chidambaram
was busy and had to go out of

town. When questioned how
the CCS, which was coordinating
with Chidambaram, did not
know about this, he cut the call.
On being called again, Malhotra
said, “The event has been can-
celled because August 25 was
going to be a holiday and we did
not have many students who
had registered for the lecture.
Most of those who did were
from outside [T, and we did not
want the lecture to take place
with a thin crowd.” Chakravarty
rejected these claims, saying, “...
It is strange that an event which
was publicised by the director
himself was cancelled suddenly.
There seems to be something
more than what meets the eye.”

Rao denied sharing a poster
of the event from his Facebook
page and said he was not even
aware of the programme. ‘] was
not aware of this, and I've not
shared any poster about it.
Maybe the event was cancelled
because he (Chidambaram) was
busy elsewhere, but I'll have to
find out. There's definitely no po-
litical reason behind the cancel-
lation,” said the IIT Delhi Director.

HT, IIM TO GET EQUAL ACCREDITATION RIGHTS ON A PAR WITH NAAC
http://www.punemirror.in/pune/civic/lIT-1IM-to-get-equal-accreditation-rights-on-a-par-with-
NAAC/articleshow/53790101.cms

HRD minister announces policy decision to check national assessment body's power

In a major step taken by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), the Indian Institute of Technology (lIT) and Indian Institute of
Management (IIM) across the country have now been granted accreditation authority, on a par with the National
Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC). Union minister of human resource development (MHRD) Prakash
Javadekar made the announcement during a programme at the Indira Group of Institutes, held in Wakad on Saturday.

While this move is undoubtedly aimed at curbing NAAC's power, following several complaints of misuse and malpractice,
this is also an absolute volte-face by the government, which has had its share of differences with these educational
institutes.
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Said Javadekar, "India has 700 universities, 38,000 educational institutions and 1.5 crore students opting for higher
education. Yet, NAAC is the only accreditation authority we have. We have received several complaints of NAAC members
misusing this power. Therefore, we have now taken a policy decision to rationalise the accreditation process and allow
accreditation authority to government institutions like T and [(Im."

He added, "NAAC is currently issuing accreditation to 1,000 institutions in a year, which means they could take 38 years
for all of them. We would like to complete the target in the next 10 years. This decision will work as a support system and
ensure transparency in the assessment and accreditation process. We have discussed the matter with the heads of the
institutes."

Devang Khakhar, director of IIT Bombay, told Mirror, "We don't have any idea of how this will work yet. But, we certainly
appreciate this decision taken by the MHRD. It is still in the initial stages — next week we have a meeting with the HRD
minister on this issue. After that, the Centre will frame a final draft on the functioning of the institutions in this matter."

Dr Arun Nigvekar, founder of NAAC and former chairman of University Grants Commission (UGC) told Mirror, "NAAC's
main function is to give accreditation and assessment to educational institutions and universities after spot inspections.
The norms and regulations are designed in keeping with the international norms of UNESCO. In 2010, when | was chairman
of UGC, | had submitted a detailed report for allowing assessment and accreditation rights not only to government
institutions like IIT and 1IM, but also private agencies so that the target could be achieved. Now, with the number of
students and institutions and universities increasing every year, NAAC has been unable to meet its target. This is a good
decision by the HRD ministry and will certainly lend support to NAAC on a national level."

NAAC is currently issuing accreditation to 1,000 institutions in a year, which means they could take 38 years for all of
them. We would like to complete the target in the next 10 years.



